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Manitoba Child Poverty Report Card: An Agenda For Action i8h 
1999 marks the tenth anniversary 

of the House of Commons unani- 
mous resolution to eliminate child 
poverty by the year 2000. Yet. 1 in 
5 children (1.5 mdLon) continue to 
live in poverty in t h s  country. In 
Manitoba alone. the numbers are 
startling, with 60.000 Manitoba 
children living at or below the pov- 
erty h e .  

Each year. the Soclal Plannlng 
Council. m partnership with nu- * merous organizations, releases a 
provlncral chdd poverty report 

i* card. 

- "t This year. the release took place a t  
Winnipeg Harvest, with a number 
of commumty leaders on hand to 
endorse and support the Social 
Planning Council's recommenda- * tions. ~ n c h d m g  representatives 
from Labour. Business. Health and 
the Socral Servlce sectors. Tina 
Keeper. local Abongmal actor and 
mother 
served as 
spokesper- 
son. and 
The Hon- 
ourable 
Tim Sale. 
W n ~ s t e r  of 
Famdy 
Semces 
and Hous- 
ing re- 
sponded to 
the report. 
xmrned- 
ately fol- 
lowing it's 
release. 

The 1999 R 

creasing emphasis on the develop- Child Benefit (NCB) SuppIe- 
ment and implementation of a plan ment to social assistance re- 
for action to address the issue. W e  cipients: 
need to ensure that the basic 
needs of all Manitoba children %gin moving the minimum 

are met in the short term" states wage to 6096 of average Mani- 

SPC Executive I)1- toba weekly earnings. and ac- 

rector Wayne Hel- comptish t h ~ s  by 1003: 

gason. ' This Invest in local com- 
year ,  we are also munities by establishmg 
calling for a an initial $1 mlllion 
long- term demonstration fund to 
agenda for eco- foster the development 
nomic and corn- of skills and capacities of 
munity reform to residents in low-income 
prevent child communities to posi- 
poverty from oc- tively change their com- 
curring." munities: 

Calling upon gov- Within the next four 
ernments to join in Tina Kzeper and N ~ ~ ~ E  months. that the Gov- 
the fight against ernment of Manitoba 
child poverty. the report card 
makes a number of recommenda- 
tions focused upon building the 
capacity of Manitoba communities. 

and m enhancing 
government's abdity 
to support such ca- 
pacity building. 

Chief among the rec- 
ommendations are: 

Reviewing the 
Employment and 
Income Assistance 
Program to improve 
inadequate benefit 
levels which prevent 
f a d e s  from meet- 
ing the basic needs 

vices aid Housing responds to the 1999 C& poverty of chddren: 
Report Card 

Endmg the claw- 

.eport Card places in- back of the Nat~onal 

strike a community action plan 
and unplementatlon strategy 
to address the senes of prob- 
lems facmg f a d e s  and chd- 
dren llvlng In pov~rtv .  

We mish to extend u thank you to 
the efforts of the Campaign 2000 

* 
Committee. whose dedication and 
effort has resulted in t h ~ s  year's re- 

iSL 
~ o r t  card. .4dditionaLlv. rue wish to 
thank the Campaign 2000 -Vetwork. 
a coalition of soc~al, health and 

continuing the work of maintaining 
education agemies/groups. who are 

the profile of the report card. & 
The report is avadable on the reference section of 
oar nebsite. at: 

www.spcw.mb.ca. 

Hard copies of the teport are available at our 
office - 112 McDmnot .&venue. Call Michelle 9 * .  
943-256 1 for more infinmation. 
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Updates & Community Events 
The Salvation b y  is in 

need of volunteers to assist in 
preparing for their Annual Com- 
munity Christmas Dinner, 

Wednesday, December 22, 1999 at the Booth Cen- 
tre (1 80 Henry Avenue). Call Major ~ o h n  Richard- 
son @ 775-0421 to lend a helping hand! 
The Franco Manitoban Cultural Centre (340 
Provencher Blvd) will be hosting a family day at 
"Santa's Villagen on December 12, 1 999 from 
1 1 :30--2: 1 5. Tickets are $4 each, with crafts, 
songs, and a concert to enjoy. 
Winnipeg organizations and'community groups are 
encouraged to prepare written briefs to present at 
the first budget Community Forum on Thursday, 
January 6,2000 from noon to 9:30 p.m. at the Mu- 
seum of Man and Nature Auditorium. Five com- 

munity workshops will follow during the balance of 
- 

January. The week of November 29-December 3, 
every household in Winnipeg will receive a mailed 
booklet entitled "Achieving Affordable Govern- 
ment." This full document is available on-line at 
www.city. winnipeg.mb.ca. The document provides 
a framework for discussion. For more information 
on the community consultation process, or to regis- 
ter, call 986-3366. 
December 9 & 10, The 11th Annual Human 
Rights Conference, planned by the Community 
Legal Education Association, will be held at the 
Radisson Hotel, 288 Portage Avenue. For more 
info on workshops and fees, contact Karen Dyck @ 

Silence at Six: 
A vigil to lament the broken promise to Canada3 children 

On Tuesday. November 23.1999 
from 6:OO-7:00 p.m. at All Saints 
Anghcan Church over 200 commu- 
nity members gathered in silent vigil 
to acknowledge Canada's failure to 
keep the promise of elinmating child 
poverty. 

The evening included a candle light- 
ing ceremony and prayer by various 
faith representatives. a period of si- 
lence. choir performance b?- students 
from Shamrock School. and skits per- 
fomed by students from RB Russell 

School. In addition The Honourable 
Tim Sale. Minister of Farnil>- Ser- 
vices and Housing and Reverend 
Stan McKay spoke. encouraging the 
community to continue to work to- 
gether in the fight agmst chld pov- 
e-. 

a s  event was one of dozens that 
took place across the country on the 
eve of the 10th anniversary of the 
House of Commons unanimous reso- 
lution to eliminate child poverty by 
the year 2000. Orchestrated by local 

Tim Sale, Minister of Family 
Services and Housing 
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Building a Safer City 

building 
neighbourhoods. 
the Mayor out- 
lined a housing 
strategy that in- 
cludes grants, 
loans and tax in- 
centives to inner 
city districts. im- 
proved enforce- 
ment of health 
and building code 
bylaws and volun- 
teer efforts. 

'Fixing houses 
is the only thing 
that will save a 
neighbourhood 
and make it 

On November 24. 1999. the Social 
Planning Councrl of Winnipeg 
hosted the first annual State o f  
the City Address and Lunch- 
eon - delivered to Winnipeg's so- 
cial service sector. 

This important community event 
took place at the Indian & Metis 
Friendship Centre. providuzg the - 

Mayor an opportunity to share 
his vision of a healthy clty to the 
2501- individuals in attendance. 

In a speech that received numer- 
ous ovations. Mayor Murray out- 
lined the need to improve Winni- 
peg's housing stock in order to 
create a safer city. 

"The most important commit- 
ment that we have to make is 
to look at housing. We have 
lost many of our neighbour- 
hoods, house by house, block 
by block. And the way to re- 
build those neighbourhoods, 
is, house by house, block by 
block" Murray stated. in refer- 
ence to the city's draft housing 
report. 

Looking beyond housing, to re- 

Over 250 individuals gathered to hear the Mayor's 
vision of a heahthy city. 

safe, so don't 
I 

count on me to spend money to ward with his plan this spring, ' *- 
expand the police force? even if the province and Ottawa 
Murray said. aren't part of the solution. 

Committing to spending $7 mil- The Mayoral State of the City Ad- 

lion to the plan. Mayor Murray dress to Winnipeg's social service 

called upon both the provincial sector is set to become an annual 

and federal governments to each event. similar the address given 
* 

contribute $14 million. to the Wmnipeg Chamber of 
Commerce each year. 

The Mayor rntends to move for- 

* 
Health information you can trust 

the CHN seeks to establish itself as the 
premier source for Canadians to access 
"health info you can trust", connecting Ca- 
nadians to timely and credible health infor- 
mation resources and organizations. 

disease. other topic areas including self- 
care and how the heakh system is per- 
forming ~111 be developed in the coming 
months. The Canadian Health Network 
aims to profile the "best of' resources by 
building on the strengths of organizations 
across the country to create a "network of 
health donnation networks". 

On Thursday, November 25, the Canadian 
Health Network (CHN) was officiallv 
launched in Toronto. Montreal and Winni- 
peg. The CHN is a  tio on ally funded ini- 
tiative in partnerdup with Health Canada. 

A new and growing intemet based network 
CHN brings together resources of leadug 
Canadian health organizations and intexna- 
tional health information providers. The 
site aims to assist Canadians to take care of 
themselves and their families, providing 
tips on how to improve individual health 
and well-being. 

Through the CHN. the Canadian public and 
health intermediaries alike can frnd excel- 
lent resources from health information pro- 
viders across Canada. including f e a t ,  
provincial and territorial governments, non- 
governmental organizations, universities, 
and community-based organizations. 

Wayne Helgason, SPC Executive Direc- 
tor has recently been appointed to the 
CHN Advisory Committee. 

Check out this new and exciting resource 
at www.canadian-health-networlica The CHN will offer a range of health infor- 

mation. While CHN will focus initially on 
how to Iead a healthier life and prevent 

With the support and contribution of Part- 
ner organizations from across the country, 



The Social Planning Council of Winnipeg 
412 McDermot Avenue 
Winnipeg. MI3 - - 
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Phone: 204943-2561 A Ui-ited Way 
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:G In recognition of the tenth anniversary of :$ 

c ;: the House of Common's unanimous C 
C C c resolution to eradicate child poverty by 2 
I. the year 2000, the Social Planning C 
C C 

i* $ Council of Winnipeg will be making a a 
small donation equal to the cost of our $ ;z Annual Christmas Open House to bene- $ 
fit children in the following sites: C c C 

C :+ 
Gilbert Park, Andrews Street Family A I* 

n ;: Centre, Chalmem Neighbourhood & 
$ Project and West Broadway C S 
4 ' - Neighbouthood Resource Centre. C C 'A 
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Active Living Project 

The Social Planning Council of mnni- 
peg, established in 1919, is a member- 
ship organization in the voluntary sec- 
tor committed tb providing leadership 
in social planning and effecting social 
policy change. SPC plays a unique role 
in the community by: 

Identifying and defining social planning is- 
sues, needs and resources in the community; 

Developing and promoting policy and pro- 
gram options to policy makers; 

Supporting community groups and thc! volrut- 
tary human services sector; 

Raising community awareness of social issues 
and human service needs, social policy op- 
tions and senice deliuery alternatives; and 

Bridging government and community systems 
and structures. 

Recently, the Social Planning 
Council undertook a project to 
examine the active living/ 
recreational needs of children. 6- 
13 years of age. 

Funded by Health Promotion and 
Programs Branch. Health Can- 
ada. this project will test a model 
of neighbourhood/community em- 
powerment, community partner- 
ships and community action in 
planning for the recreational 
needs of children. 

The project is designed to be a 
partnership of SPC and three lo- 
cal communities - Gilbert Park, 
Tyndall Park  and the Ander- 
son Street neighbourhoocls. 

Each of these communities have 
begun to develop and implement 
an action plan for children's pro- 
gramming. 

Community workers have been 
hired for both the Gilbert Park 
and Anderson Street nelghbour- 
hoods, with Tyndall Park soon to 
follow. 

Agnes Parenteau (Gilbert Park) 
and Lucille Cote (Anderson 
Street) have both begun working 
in their respective neighbour- 
hoods - meeting community mem- 
bers to determine what services. 
resources and issues exist. in an 
effort to involve the greater com- 
munity in planning for sports and 

recreational activities for area 
children. 

For more mformation. contact 
Maureen Kalloo at the Social 
Planning Council. 943-256 1. 


