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- Low income people 

tak.e o n  Richmond 
Low i ncme - people' asked GAIN? " I t ' s  a complex 
Claude Richmond h l o t  o f  subj;ect ,I1 r e l j l  i e d  Rich- 
questfons a t  the  Down- monQ, b r ing ing  .out  some 
town .Restden t s  ' Associa- char ts  and a po in ter .  
t f o n  meeting on- Aug. 28th. i 

But they d i d n ' t  ge t  any "How can you j u s t i  f y  
ood answers. Richmond c u t t i n g  we1 f a r e  when 
s the man r&ponsib le  . food i s  going up," ask- 

c u t t i n g  back wel fare ed Paul Taylor o f  the 
ents  t o  "employabiell :' Carnegie Centre? - 

s ing les  and couples over 
26 years o ld .  "Why are  the poor being 

forced t o  pay the costs  
"How can your government o f  equa l i  t y , "asked 
j u s t i f y  the abuse o f  - another woman? 
people who are poor, II 
asked. Michele Christen- Others t o l d  Rf chmond t h a t  
Son, a s i ng le  mother on (continued on next page) 

-* 



t h a t  h i s  cu ts  would 
fo rce people t o  sk ip  two 
meals. "It w i l l  mean 
that women can ' t  a f f o r d  
a 1 i fe-saving phone c a l l  :' 
sa id  a women from the 
Downtown Eas t s i de  Womens ' 

"People are a number 
,.one p r i o r i t y  w i th  me 
.and w i t h  our govern- 
- ment, " R i  c h o n d  sat d, 
look ing uncomfortable. 

B e  sure t o  

"The most important  @ 
th ing  you could do," 
W W ' s  J i m  Green t o l d  
Richmond, " i s  to change 
your mind about these 
cuts. I f  you don't, w e ' l l  
appeal. We' l l  go t o  the 
federa l  governmen t.We'l 1 
go t o  cour t .  Green s t a r -  
ted the f ightback cam- 
paign by handing Richmond 
100 l e t t e r s  from people 
asking him to. add $7 t o  
tkir,cheque "due to need' 

9 I f  you are  on welfare 
Bnd have ch i ld ren  i n  
school, be sure t h a t  
you get your school 
s t a r t  up rant .  The 

W y a n t  i s  3 31 f o r  each 
c h j l d  between 6 and 11 
years o ld .  I t  i s  $47 

f o r  ch i ld ren  over 12. 
I f  you haven't got  

t h i s  grant, be sure t o  
ask your soc ia l  worker 
f o r  one. I f  you have 
any t rouble ge t t i ng  it, 
contact an advocacy 
group f o r  help. 



Pay only what you-can 
a f f o r d .  I f  you can 
only a f f o r d  5 t ,  t h a t ' s  
fjne. - - -  



I f  you are  over 26 years 
o ld ,  d o n ' t  have c h i l d r e n ,  
and a re  "employable", 
your September we l fa re  
cheque w i  11 be reduced 
by $7 i f  you a re  s i n g l e  
o r  i n  a couple. 

The groups l i s t e d  on the 
s ide  w i l l  he lp  you f i g h t  
the cu ts  i n  th ree  ways. 

1. You can appeal the  
cut. These groups have 
appeal forms t h a t  have 
a l ready  been p a r t i a l  l y  
f i l l e d  o u t  accord ing 
t o  a lawyer 's  advice.  
You j u s t  f i l l  our  p a r t  
o f  i t  w i t h  your name 
and a few o t h e r  de- 
t a i l s .  I f  i t  works, 
t he  government has t o  
r e i n s t a t e  your o l d  
r a t e  u n t i l  the appeal 
i s  heard. I f  i t  doesn ' t  
work.. . 
2. You can f i l l  o u t  
another form--a l e t t e r  
t o  Claude Richmond, 

t h e  government persod 
i n  charge o f  we l fa re .  
The lawyer a l s o  recommen- 
ded t h i s  t a c t i c  and 
wrote the  l e t t e r .  I t  
r e f e r s  t o  a sec t i on  o f  
the GAIN A c t  which says 
t h a t  t he  M i n i s t e r  can 
g i v e  e x t r a  money t o  
people "due t o  need." 
So, you s imp ly  s ign  
t h i s  l e t t e r  ask ing f o r  
$7. Na tu ra l l y ,  i f  
you ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  e x i s t  
on $377 per  month, 
y o u ' r e  " i n  need." 
When Richmond says "no" 
t o  the  l e t t e r ,  we / 

appeal i t .  

3. We can a l s o  ask the 
government i n  Ottawa t o  
p u t  pressure on the pro-  
v i n c i a l  government t o  
stop the cutback. I t ' s  
poss ib le  t h a t  t he  pro-  
v i n c i a l  government i s  
going aga ins t  a fede ra l  
law by making we l fa re  



ents too low to, 

n rtSte mur own 
- - letter. 
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8 DWNTQWN EASTSIM%.RESI-" 
RENTS' AS SO CIA TI^^, 9 ~ .  s 

3 Hastings. Phone 682- 
5 0931. Open 9 to 5 Mon- i 

day through Friday'. : 1 
l 

k m m e m e a e m n n i d A e +  
l 3 VANCOUVER AND DISTRICT : 

i PUBLIC HOUSING TENANTS : 
: a ASSOCIATIONa 246 E. L 8 
* Broadway. Phone 872- = B @ 

l i 8648. Open 9 to 4 h n -  
8 day through Friday. : 
8 4  

i : t UNEMPLOYED ACT1 ON CEN- - m 

: rn TRE, 146 E. Broadway. I . 
m : Open 9:30 t o  3 pm Mon- -: 

m 
l day through Thursday. m 

L 
l 
8 i Phone 875-831 1 . = . 
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5 # LITTLE MOUNTAIN TENANTS : 

: ASSOCIATION, f 25 E. 
0 

m : 
37th. Phone 324-0555. ! 





c u t t i n g  back 
@ 
es t  people i n  the pro- 
ri.nce, s ingle people on 
welfare, pay the $ 4 . 6 ~ .  

en before the cut. 
ng le  people on we1 fa re  
dn' t have enough money 

survive on. I f  you're 
' r e  on welfare, 
t ' s  easy to  f i gu re  

But-an academic 
makes the same 

int .  Vegain ing 
i tyH by the Social 
Tng and Research 
41 o f  0; C., says 
s i  le people 
a P 75 increase t o  
basic n r  

hy i s  the government 
i n g  t h i s ?  There are 

wo possible reasons: 

1. By taking monpy from 
people over 26 and 
g iv ing  i t  t o  the people 
under 26, the govern- 

we1 fare? 7 

ment i s  t r y i n g  t o  show 
people tha t  when they 
f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
(as the young people 
d i d  w i th  t h e i r  human 
r i g h t s  case), something 
bad happens. We can ' t 
l e t  the government get  
away w i th  th is .  

2. I n  Quebec welfare 
payments t o  s ingle 
people are so low that ,  
peaple can '-t pay ren t . 
Alberta rates have j u s t  
been slashed $85. I n  
some places i n  the U.S. 
sfngle people can' t get 
any welfare. Cutt ing 
ra tes f o r  s ingle people 
i s  a t r i e d  and t rue 
method o f  forc ing them 
to  take crummy jobs 
a t  crummy wages. We 
have t o  f i gh t  t h i s  
c u t  o r  the government 
may impose even worse 
ones. 



Voter regfstration 
. , 

I n  the  l a s t  p r o v i n c i a l  government i n  V i c t o r i a  
e l e c t i o n  hundreds o f  i s  now t ry ing t o  change 
people .in f o .~d  bank l i n e -  t ha t .  They a re  p lann ing 
ups. r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vote  t o  change e l e c t i o n  laws 
on e l e c t i o n  . day. Maybe so t h a t  people c a n ' t  
you were.: one o f  them. - r e g i s t e r  t o  vo te  on , . 

. .. e l e c t i o n  day. 
For many ,i t was the., . 

- f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e i r  The nex t  p r o v i n c i a l  el'ec- 
1  ive-s t b a  tL they had ever t i o n  could come as ,soon a: 
voted. Over 357,$@0.B.. C .  - 1989. - If You .live i n "  
c i  t i zens regi .s te t o  Vancouver,,you can g e t  on 
vote  on e l e c t i o n  $&y ,,,.: l a s t  the vo te rs  l i s t  by c d ? i n ~  
Sept. A -h we. , :  .. 660-6848. there  i s  a l s o  a - 

A , New Westminster o f f i c e  a t  
Bu t  the, ' s o c i a l  c r e d i t :  660- 8676. 
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Firs t  thitcd. ChutCh I(r* l k ~ t r h s t c t  
L W l o y e d  k t i o n  

brt nelson t m t r e  
~ ~ o u t e  and Anti- 
Poverty Group Vancouver and Dlst. 

Public Housing 
~ ~ n t o n  Eastsldr Tenants' Assoc. 

. Rasi&ntsv Asroc. 
Vancouver Status 

vancower o f  Yom 
~lrplajed Action 
Cultre Slngle lbthers' 

Action Cor i t toh  
mmpl oyed Teachers' 
Action m tm  Febnted Anti- 

Pov.rty Groups 

Branching Out. 
Dlaon Creek 

Oacntown Eastside 
Yacns' Centre 

0. C. Association 
. o f  Soclal Markers, 

L i t t l e  lbuntaln 
T*untsl Asdc. 

CImegle Centre 
Col.unitr Assoc. 

~ n m t s '  RIghts 
b r l l t l o n  I. C. Teachers' I. C. Yukon k w c .  

Febrat ion o f  Yolms' Clatfes 


