
ND LEGISLATED POVERTY 1 
N E W S L E T T E R  

GET THAT DOCTOR'S LETTER 
If you are called an 
"unemployablew person by 
the Ministry of Social 
Services and Housing, 
you MUST get a letter 
from your d o c t o r .  The 
letter must say that 
you are still 
wunemployable.v You must 
give the letter to your 
worker. If you don't do 
this, the Socred 
government will cut $50 Q)t your welfare check. 

Y, 

About 20,000 people in 
B. C. have received a 
letter from their worker 
about this. Some are 
single people. Some 
have children. The $50 
cut will make it even 
harder to eat ' and pay 

rent. More children and 
adults will be hungry. 
But the Socred Minister 
in charge of welfare 
says the $50 cut will 
W e l p  in becoming 
independent. " 

If you do not have your 
own doctor, you could 
try going to one of 
these clinics: 

REACH CLINIC, 1145 
Commercial Dr. Phone: 
254-1354. 
DOWNTOWN COMMUN I TY 
HEALTH CLINIC, 412 E. 
Cordova. Phone : 255-  
3151. 
MID MAIN CLINI(', 3998 
Main. Phone: 8 7 3 - 3 h 6 6 .  

- 

#3-5608 Victoria Dr., Vancouver, BC, Phone 321-1202 



Dear Ministry of Social 
Services and Housing 
Having received your 

application tor 
continued functioning we 
firstly, be•’  ore 
acceed ing, must 
determine a few 
fundamental if purely 
formal (please be 
assured) facts 
pertaining to the 
existential validity ot 
your claim for status 
within the framework of 
our reality. 
Please be so inclined, 

therefore, to define to 
our satisfaction the 
following -term: 

D I G N I T Y  
Please be advised that 

should your organization 
fail to comply with our 
request within a 
reasonable quiltzob of 
disbobulationary 
conflexity, we will be 
unable to further 
process your claim. 

Sincerely, 
THE LUMPEN-PROLETARIAT 

REG1 STER ON 
DAY 

REMEMBER: The city 
voting list is ditferent 
than the federal voting 
list. If you aren't on 
the city list, you c a n  
still register on 
election day. Watch the 
next newsletter. We1 11 
tell you where to vote 
for city elections. 



F. FIGHTING THE $50 CUT 

As single parents we are 
being torced to lose $ 5 U  
and being reclassified 
as employable. This is 
the Ministry's so-called 
"work incentive 
program". This 
a n n ~ u n c e m e n t  caused much 
stress and emotional 
upheaval for myself and 
many others. 

For myself, 1 lost the 
last bit of selt-worth 
that I had. What am I 

m o i n g  to do? As it is, - 
I can't adequately feed 
my children all month. 
With $50 less a month, 
it seemed imposs i ble . 
My answer at that point 
was suicide. Luckily my 
suicide attempt failed. 

I was internalizing my 
rage at the Socreds for 
treating single parents 
so shabbily and for 
having so little reqard 
for our childrens' 
lives. 

Through End Legislated 
Poverty I was connected 
with a lawyer at Legal 
Services Society who was 
interested in fighting 
MSS&Hts deciseion on the 
cutback. The Ministry 
has made this an 
unappealable decision, 
once again taking power 
away from the people. 
For myself, it's giving 
me my own personal 'power 
back. ' 

By Anita Archambault 



FEDERAL ELECTION: 
Your v o t e  c o u l d  make a 
b ig  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  
e l e c t i o n  is on Monday, 
Nov. 2 1 .  Most g r o u p s  
t h a t  a re  f i g h t i n g  
p o v e r t y  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  
t h e  T o r i e s  get i n ,  w e  
w i l l  have more p o v e r t y ,  
lower  wages, h i g h e r  
taxes  f o r  poor peop l e ,  
and  t a x e s  on f o o d .  

The T o r i e s  have  a l r e a d y  

promised  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
g i v e  u s  free t r a d e  w i t h  
t h e  U .  S .  I n  t h e  U .  S .  
w e l f a r e  r a tes  a r e  a s  l o w  
a s  $81 a month ( i n  
Washington S t a t e  ) and 
minimum wages a r e  $ 1 . 4 0  
a n  hour  i n  Texas. Nine 
s t a t e s  have n o  minimum 
wage. Also ,  i n  t h e  U. 
S .  m i l l i o n s  of l o w  
income p e o p l e  have no 
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  There  
is no f a m i l y  a l l o w a n c e  
o r  c h i l d  t a x  c r e d i t  . 
And p e n s i o n s  f o r  our  
e l d e r s  a re  l o w e r .  T h i s  
is the k i n d  of s o c i e t y  
t h a t  t h e  T o r i e s  want 
t o  uharmonize' '  w i t h .  

The L i b e r a l s  a r e  a g a i n s t  
t h i s  f r e e  t rade d e a l .  
T h e  N D P  is opposed t o  
f r e e  t rade p e r i o d .  So 
v o t i n g  i n  t h i s  election 
w i l l  be our  l a s t  chance  
t o  s t o p  t h e  t r a d e  deal 
e a s i l y .  I t  w i l l  be much 
h a r d e r  t o  s t o p  a t t e r  its 

i is i n  p l a c e .  



A DI FFERENCE 

OTER'S LIST 
In order to vote in the 
federal election, you 
have to get on the 
voters 1 ist . Between 
Oct. 14 and ZQth, people 

lled "enurnera tors" 
re out knocking on 

doors and registering 
people to vote. They  
should have called at 
your home. But if they 
didn't, you can still 
get on the list. 

If you are on the list, 
you will receive a card 
in the mail from the 
"Returning Officer.* 
The card will say that 

you are on the list. If 
you don't get the card 
by Halloween (Oct. 31st, 
Monday), call the number 
for your riding (the 
area that you live in). 
Someone will come to 
your house to put you on 
the list. Look at the 
map to figure out which 
riding you live in. 

You can also go to the, 
office of a political 
party. They will 
usually help you get 
registered. The last 
day to get on the list 

- - - -  is Nov. 4th. 



CITY ELECTION: 
VOTE FOR 

W e  need more h o u s i n g  
t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  a f f o r d  
i n  Vancouver .  Over 
17,0,00 p e o p l e  a r e  on t h e  
w a i t i n g  l is t  . f o r  
a • ’  f o r d a b l e  'hous i ng . The 
l a n d  t h a t  u s e d  t o  be t h e  
Expo s i t e  would be a 
good p l a c e  t o  p u t  i t ;  

End L e g i s l a t e d  P o v e r t y ,  
t h e  B. C. Housing 
C o a l i t i o n ,  t h e  C i v i c  New 
Democratk,  COPE, and 
J e a n  Swanson, who is 
r u n n i n g  •’-or Mayor, all 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  
s h o u l d  p u t  more h o u s i n g  
t h e r e .  

All o f  these peop le  t o l d  
c i t y  c o u n c i l  t h a t  w e  
need  a t  l e a s t  33% ot the 
h o u s i n g  f o r  low income 
people ,  and some f o r  
m i d d l e  income p e o p l e .  
B u t  t h e  e n t i r e  N P A  
c o u n c i  1, i n c l u d i n g  Mayor 
Gordon Campbell ,  t u r n e d  
t h i s  down. Now t h e  c i t y  

HOUSING 
h a s  a p o l i c y  t h a t  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  o n l y  a token  
amount of low income 
h o u s i n g  on t h e  Expo 
l a n d s .  COPE, t h e  New 
Democrats,  and  Swanson 
have a r e c o r d  of  
f i g h t i n g  f o r  more 
h o u s i n g  f o r  low income 
p e o p l e .  I f  t h e y  a r e  
e l e c t e d ,  t h e y  w i l l  
change  t h i s  p o l i c y  and  
neg0.t i a t e  s t r o n g l y  f o r  
more a • ’  f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  



Concord Pacific is the huge company that bought the Expo 
lands from the provincial government. Some of the land is 
contaminated with chemicals that cause cancer and other 
diseases. The worst contamination is in the place where 
Concord Pacific wants to put a park. They say that people 
on't spend much time in a park. Therefore, its okay to 
ave more cancer/causing chemicals there than on land where 
ousinq will be built. End Legislated Poverty and other 
roups have called for a complete cleanup of the land so 
here is no danger to people. 

- -  



CONFUSED ABOUT ELECTIONS?e 
The CITY e l e c t i o n  is on 
Saturday, Nov. 1 9 t h .  
You can  r e g i s t e r  a t  your  
p o l l i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
CITY e l e c t i o n .  A f lye r  
s h o u l d  be delivered t o  
your  d o o r .  I t  w i l l  t e l l  
you where t o  v o t e .  The 
CITY e l e c t i o n  is a b o u t  
hous ing  on t h e  Expo 
l a n d s .  I t  is a b o u t  
c l o s i n g  basement s u i t e s .  
I t  is a b o u t  f e e d i n g  
hungry c h i l d r e n .  
The FEDERAL e l e c t i o n  is 
on Monday, Nov. 2 1 s t .  
You must be on t h e  

FEDERAL v o t e r s  l is t  by 
Nov. 4 t h .  See pages  4 
a n d  5 f o r  t h e  phone 
numbers t o  ca l l  i f  you 
are  n o t  on t h e  l i s t  o r  
d o n ' t  know. The FEDERAL 
e l e c t i o n  is a b a u t  f r e e  
t r a d e  deal. I t  is a l s o  
a b o u t  more sales t a x e s  
(maybe on f o o d ) .  I t  is 
a b o u t  c h i l d c a r e .  I t  is 
a b o u t  who shou ld  r u n  our  
c o u n t r y :  b i g  b u s i n e s s  
and t h e  market  sy s t em o r  
peop le  u s i n g  t h e i r  
v o t e s .  

These groups w i  11 he1 p you w i  t h  
w e 1  fare problems: 

m o m a m o m a m ~ m ~ . . e m a m e ~ ~ . o m o m a m o m o m o ~ ~  

: DOWNTOWN EASTSIOE R E S I -  f DENTS' ASSOCIATION, 9E. 1 
5 Hast ings.  Phone 682- Z 
/ 0931. Open 9 t o  5 b n -  : 
j day through Fr iday.  0 

a 

m 

! VANCOUVER AND DISTRICT 3 
i PUBLIC HOUSING TENANTS 1 i ASSOCIATION, 246 E.  : 
L Broadway. Phone 872- 5 

8648. Open 9 t o  4 R n -  
: day th rough  Fr iday.  
~ m ~ m ~ m a m o m a m ~ m a m a m a m a m . ~ m a m - m * m o m - m * m -  

pmamamamamamamamamamam~.mamowma8amam 

5 FIRST UNITED CHURCH, )3 : . 
: 320 E. Hast ings.  Come 
: Z Monday through Fr iday,  : 
: 9 t o  11:30 am. : 
:a..~.~.m.m.m.m.m..amammmommmem-momama.' 

! LITTLE MOUNTAIN TENANTS i 
i A S S O C I A T I O N ,  125 E. m 

! 37th.  Phone 324-0555. i 
Open 10 t o  3 Monday 

/ through Fr iday .  
m 

: 
:m.m~mamam.mam.momamamomamamomam-aamama 


