


By Rachel Rosen 

2005 was an important year for 
Grassroots Women: the 10 year 
anniversary of our founding. 

Little did women realize back 
in 1995 what would become of 
the informal grouping that be- 
gan meeting under the title of 
Grassroots Women's Discus- 
sion Group in the spring of that 
year. Initiated by the Philippine 
Women Centre of BC, Grass- 
roots Women was born out of 
the desire of these women to 
address the piercing political 
oppression and economic ex- 
ploitation of working class 
and other marginalized women 
worldwide. 

It was through these discussions 
that members of GW grasped 
the importance of exposing and 



After detailed discussions, nu- 
merous forums and workshops, 
GWDG launched itself as an 
organization ~ v ~ t h  an anti-im- 
perialist basis of unity. We also 
joined the International League 
of Pcople's Struggles (made 
up of over 300 democratic and 
anti-imperialist mass organiza- 
tions from around the world.) 

As past of these developments, 
GW has successfully launched 4 
major political campaigns. (See 
page 6-7 for a more detailed de- 
scription of campaigns.) 

"Universal Childcare is a Wom- 
en's Right!" (launched in Spring 
2000) 

"Stop the privatization ofHealth ! 
Health lor All!" (launched in 
Spring 200 1) 

"No to Wars of Aggression" 
(launched in Winter 200 I )  

"Down with Flexibilization! 
No to Exploitation of Labour!" 
(launched in Spring 2003) 

In recognition of our 10th an- 
niversary, Grassroots Women 
larmchcd a 3 month long assess- 
ment process. Active ~nernbers 
of Grasmmts Women - both 
past and present - joined to- 
gether to review the history of 
thc organi~ation and evaluatc 
both thc strengths and weak- 



� nit-lmpe&list Solidarity 
By Suzanne Baustad During World War 11. women women's movement in Cuna- 

went into the streets on March da 
Revozutionury Routs: 8th in Italy and Spain to demon- In the midst of a 21 st century 
Bread and Land strate against fascist forces on the &'war on terrorism," war-fed 
In the midst of turbulent politi- rise throughout Europe. But in the monopoly capitalism. fierce cal and economic times prior to Cold War era, widespread 
World War I. over 20,000 W ~ I -  IWD street demos came to 
en garment workers staged a 
general strike for 13 cold, New 
York winter, weeks. Their call: 
better pay and working condi- 
tions. Inspired by these ltalian 
and Jewish immigrant garment 
workers, socialist and feminist 
delegates to the 1910 Interna- 
tional Conference of Socialist 
Women in Copenhagen called 
for an annual International 
Women's Day. It was to be a day 
focused on working class wom- 
en's demands and an expres- 
sion of international solidarity 
and resistance as imperialism 
ravaged the lives of women the 
world over. 

With two million Russian sol- 
diers dead, it was the wives, 
daughters, and mothers of sol- 
diers and armament workers 
in Russia who first went out 
for International Women's Day 
on March 8, 19 17. Striking for 
"Peace, Bread and Land" they 
launched actions against the war 
and their own dismal work and 
living conditions. The waL1e of 
food riots, political strikes and 
demonstrations would end in 
revolution. 

an end in North America 
and Europe. By the late 
1950s, IWD was celebrated 
among fewer women, often 
in small meeting halls and 
homes. 

Inspired by revolutionary 
struggle in the Third World, 
struggles within the US and 
Canada against national 
oppression, and the grow- 
ing anti-war movement, 
the "second wave'' wom- 
en's movement emerged in 
North America in the I 960s. 
In places like Vietnam. the 
Philippines, South Africa, 
Algeria, Zimbabwe, and Mozam- 
bique, women were armed and 
fighting for their own liberation 
in the context national liberation 
struggles. In North America, after 
20 years of quiet, in-door com- 
memorations, IWD was revived 
as a day of revolutionary struggle 
for the rights and freedom of the 
most oppressed women-in the 
context of world-wide struggle 
against imperialism and war. 

Building an anti-imperialist 

competition between advanced 
capitalist states for resources 
and markets, increased depor- 
tations and restriction on the 
rights of immigrants, criminal- 
ization of resistance, a 'know- 
your-place' patriarchal resur- 
gence.. .the list goes on-the 
impact of imperialism on the 
lives of women worldwide in- 
tensifies. At the same time, the 
organization and resistance of 
the people is growing--often 
with women in the lead as they 
stand up for themselves and 
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1 By Mewn Edwards so desperate to escape the devas- 

The WTO, one of the main in- 
struments of imperialist global- 
ization, held its 6th Ministerial 
Conference in Hong Kong last 

tation wreaked by imperialism 
in their countries that they would 
risk an often-deadly voyage in the 
hopes of a chance at a better life. 

December. The location of the In order to understand how the 
talks was significant since Hang WTO functions as an instrument 
Kong, as one of the largest ports of imperialism, it is necessary to 
in the world and a centre of in- look to the history of its forma- 
ternational trade, in many ways tion which stretches back to the 
embodies the "free trade" goals signing of the General Agreement 
of the WTO to advance the agen- on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) at 
da of multinational 
corporations and 
their government 
backers by remov- 
ing all barriers to 
trade at the ex- 
pense of oppressed 
peoples throughout 
the world. Signifi- 
cantly, Hong Kong 
authorities used 
shipping contain- 
ers, instruments 
of intercontinental 
trade, as barriers to 
keep the over 10,000 protesters 
who gathered in the city away 
from the WTO delegates whose 
policies they sought to challenge. 
The symbolic resonance of these 
barriers is heightened when con- 
sidering that shipping containers 
such as these sometimes harbour 

I economic and political refugees 

the US-hosted 
negotiations in 
Bretton Woods, 
New Hampshire 
in 1944 follow- 
ing the end of the 
Second World 
War. The overall 
goal of the GATT 
is to reduce or 
abolish trade bar- 
riers between na- 
tions. The GATT 
has gone through 
several "rounds" 

of negotiations, and the WTO was 
formed in 1995 as part of the Uru- 
guay Round. It continues the goal 
of the GATT to reduce or abolish 
barriers to trade by establishing a 
decision-making body with pow- 
erful enforcement mechanisms 
at its disposal. Despite that WTO 
representatives are not elected, the 

WTO has the ability to impose 
heavy fines or trade sanctions 
on any member country with 
laws that are considered bar- 
riers to trade, and it works in 
concert with the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank, international finance in- 
stitutions that were also estab- 
lished through of the Bretton 
Woods agreements. 

The GATT, as with other agree- 
ments and institutions govem- 
ing the flow of trade, aid. and 
finance are based on the legal 
fiction that these agreements 
are carried out on terms that 
are mutually agreed upon by 
equal and sovereign nations, 
and therefore are mutually ben- 
eficial. In fact, the relationships 
between nations were and are 
anything but equal, as the US 
had emerged from the Second 
World War with its industries in 
tact and in a position to profit 
from post-war reconstruction. 
In contrast, the legacy of colo- 
nial occupation and exploita- 
tion has left conditions between 
imperialist powers and colonies 
or newly independent countries 
that are far from equal. Despite 
undergoing national liberation 
movements, unequal trading 
relationships have continued to 
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relegate former or existing colo- 
nies as sources of raw materials 
and cheap labour and as dump- 
ing grounds for surplus products 
and capital even. 

Capitalizing on these unequal 
conditions, the WTO seeks to 
commodify all aspects of life, 
resulting in the denial of basic 
human rights to any who cannot 
afford to purchase them. Women 
are often superexploited under 
this system that results in their 
experiences of displacement 
and forced migration, serving as 
cheap labour in the service sector 
and as domestic workers, objec- 
tification and trafficking of their 
bodies, and being burdened with 
increasing responsibilities to 
their families and communities 
when childcare is unavailable, 
health care is being privatized, 
and housing is unaffordable. In 
particular, two of the topics of 
special focus at the Hong Kong 
WTO talks-agricultural subsi- 
dies and trade in services-have 
important implications for work- 
ing class women. 

The imperialist countries in- 
cluding the US and the EU have 
consistently flaunted their own 
regulations, creating conditions 
favourable for corporations 

to be flooded with foreign agricul- 
tural goods, imperialist countries 
heavily subsidize their domestic 
agricultural industries, making it 
impossible for developing coun- 
tries to compete. The issue of agri- 
cultural subsidies has highlighted 
inter-imperialist rivalries between 
the US and the EU as each seeks 
to profit the most from this un- 
equal playing field. In the mean- 
time, both show flagrant disregard 
for the right of people throughout 
the world to engage in agricul- 
tural practices that will meet their 
communities' needs, and women, 
who are frequently charged with 
providing food for their families, 
are left in a particularly untenable 
position. 

Women are similarly threatened 
by the WTO's focus on increas- 
ing trade in services. Although 
services have traditionally been 
considered domestic activities 



... Resistiig the IFTU contin- 
ued jrom puge Y 
perform in the private sphere. 

As a result, it is all the more es- 
sential that women struggle to 
expose and oppose the impacts 
of the WTO. Many women 
joined in the marches, rallies, 
and educational events as part of 
the resistance against the WTO 
in Hong Kong, coordinated by 
the Hong Kong People's Alli- 
ance. Here in Vancouver, Grass- 
roots Women continues to pro- 
vide womcn with opportunities 
to educate omselves about and 
to resist the policics and practic- 
es of the WTO and other instru- 
ments of imperialist globaliza- 
tion as part of our work to build 
a grassroots women's movement 
for gcnuinc women's libcration. 

search project cutitled 
"Between a Rock and a Hard 
Place" that exposes how the lack 
of childcare means underdewlop- 
ment, exploitation, and isolation 
for working class uomen. The 
report underlines that women's 
liberation cannot be won on the 
backs of Third World domestic 
workers. We have had two annual 
Mother's Day March and Rallies 
and over 7,000 postcards have 
been sent to the Prime Minister 
calling for a imiversal childcare 
system and the scrapping of the 
racist and anti-woman LCP. 

In its pre-election speeches, the 
nelv govcment  of Canada an- 
nounced its plan for childcare: 
F 1,200 per year to families for 
:ach child under six. $1200 / 





Srmda); March 5th, 1 Oam-4pm: 
Building Anti-imperialist Soli- 
darity: Towards a Just and Last- 
ing Peace. 

Conference will be held at the 
Russian Hall (600 Campbell, 
Vancouver). 

Please confirm attendance. Lunch 
and on-site childcare available. 
Suggested donation $5. 

Wednesday, March Sth, 5:30 
pm: 
Building Anti-imperialist Soli- 
darity: Towards a Just and Last- 
ing Peace 

Meet at the Vancouver Public Li- 
brary (Robson and Homer) 

"What is a Just and Lasting 
&(-,~7" 

Sunday, March 19, 5.40 PM 
Forum and Discussion 

Hosted by member organizations 
of the ILPS. 

On the weekend of the 3rd anni- 
versary of the U.S.-led invasion 
of Iraq. join us in a forum and 
discussion examining the mean- 
ing and prospects of building a 
just and lasting peace within the 
present context of imperialist 
wars of aggression, plunder and 

the U.S.-led 'borderless war o 
terror'. 

Kalayaan Centre, 451 Powe 
Street (Vancouver, between Du 
levy & Jackson) I 
Grassroots Wnmm Ann1 d 
General W n g  

Saturdajl, March 25,l:OOpm 
Open to Grassroots Women men 
bers. Contact Grassroots Wome 
at (604) 682-4451 for detail< 
June 16 to 19,2006. 

Towards a Just and Lasting Pe 
An international anti-impe 
ist conference against imperiali 
war and plunder. For details, co 
tact the ILPS groups in Canada 
Phone: 

C/O (604) 21 5-1905Email: ilps 
canada@shawable.co~n 

Forrnore information about even4 
or to get involve , 

roots Women at (604) 682.445 1 
grassrootswomen@telus.net I 
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