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VANCOUVER POLICE DEPARTMENT SELF-INYESTlGATION 
SELF-SERVING: 

Public Hearing into Police Riot at the Hyat't will be Initiated 

"The Vancouver Police Department synopsis of the yet to be released full report clearly shows the 
riot squad was ill-preparedand subsequentlyover-reacted on December 8. 1998, at the Hyatt 
Hotel in Vancouver. I and those beside me were sitting down in peaceful passive resistance." says 
Sic! Chow Ming FaiTan, Green Party candidate for Vancouver city council, "Are our ideas so 
frightening to statesecurity thatwe need to be beaten and thrown in jail at tax-payer's expense?" 

It is the contention of many witnesses and participants that the police rioted at the Hyatt Hotel on 
December 8,1998. Politicalactivists acrossa broadspectrum fortned a Jean Chretien Welcoming 
Committee asthe Prime Minister spoke to a $400 per plate Liberal Party fundraiser that evening. 
Some participants were beaten bloody when the riot suuacl became intimidated by less than a 
dozen arm-linked youthswhocrosseci a lightly fortified police line. 

Informed sourcessay the completed full report of the internal investigation was on the deskof the 
police chief on October 1.1999, alreadyreceiving a three month extension.The nextstep would 
have been to inform the public of its findings which still has not been done in a timely manner. 

.'The timing is unfortunate for Vancouver citizens because the four binder report isat theOffice of 
[he Police Complaint Commissionerwait~ng tor the media. The publicdeserves someanswers r,in 
why the report is so late. too late for people to becotne informed for the coming civic election." 
explains Sid Chow Ming Fai Tan, also a co-plaintiff in a civil suit filed by his lawyer lven Tse for 
damagesagainst theVancouver Police Department. "I leave it to the media toexamine and 
spec1.1lateas to why this report isso late." 

Dated November 8,1993, the synopsis of the yet to be released full report by J. Eldridge. 
Inspector660, ofthe Internal Investigation Section, recommends nocharges beconsidered under 
the Police Act or Criminal Code against any police member involved in the file. Other 
recotr!mendationc tn thesynopsis include: 

e Tharthe Crowd Control Unit obtain a suitable Public Addresssystem to enable 
effective communication with large groupsof peopie: 

s That the Deputy Chief Constable incharge of the Crowd Control Unit review the 
deployment procedure specifically rela trng tndeploytnent asa preventative 
measure rather than a reactive approach; 

e Thatthe Special Events Section review the policy of b~lling protestgroups for 
police actions. This would bedone toencourage communication between protest 
organ~zersand the police prior to a planned demonslratlon; 

a, Thatat theexpiryof the 30-day appeal period the fi!e be concluded. 

more 



' $ 1  will ask the Otticeof the Police Cotnplaint Cornmissioner to ~nvestigate theeven:sat the police 
riot at the Hyatt and subsequent events. 'The timing of the release of the full report and my 
credibility being questioned by VPD member MarkTonner in his column on theeve of a civic 
election are tooauspicious for the Non-Partisan Association." says Sid Chow Ming Fai Tan, a 
proponent of having an independent Coplllatch citizensorganization to examine the growthof the 
security industry and police budgetsand thew relationshipwith governments. 

"The recomniendat~ons, many good, appear to be self-serving. On principle, the police 
investigating thernselvescalls for a Public Hearing and I ~ziill pursue that course." continued Sld 
i :hw /'ding Fai Tan. 

For rnore informat~on, pleasecontact: 

Sid Chow Ming Fai Tan, <sidtan @vcn.hc.ca.>, 433-61 69 

Sid Chow Ming FaiTan's Schedule: 

Wednesday, November 17atAll Candidates Meeting 
VJesr Point Grey Resident's Associat~on 
St. Helen's Church (8th Ave. R Trimble) 

Thursday. November 18 at ICTV Independent Community TV 
1650 East Hastings 1 :00-4:30 PIbI 
R-roll footage of Sid Taniscampaign available 

CHINESE LANGUAGEMEDIA: PLEASE USE MY FULLNANlE"SlDCH0WMlNG FAITAN"AS 
ONTHE BALLOT. CHINESE LANGUAGEVOTERS NEEDTO KNO\A"CHO%'MII\JG FAI1'AND 
'SICTAN" IS ONE PERSON AND ONTHE BALLOTAS "TAN" 

When rich speculators prosper while farmers lose thek land: 
when governnientofficials spend mone\j on weapons instead ot cures: 

when the irpperclass is exiravagant and irresponsibie 
while the poor have nowtiere to turn, a!\ this is robberyand chaos. 

TAO TE CHING 
. - - - - - .. - - - - - - .. - - .. - .- - .. - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - . - - - .. . . - - - - - - - - -. . - - - .. . . . .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - 

* '* VOTE SIDTAN, CIVICGREEN. FORVANCOUVER CITY COUNCIL * * "  


