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 he following is the platform of the LWP with regard to the November 16.1996 civic !? 
election in Vancouver. These proposals do not mark the limits of the progressive c. 

N 

ambitionS0f the party but rather are a 11s: of reforms currently wnhin the 
constitutional, legal, and financial means of city-halt to enact We are painfutiy 
aware that real and permanent social irnpnwemer;t will require powers and 
methock far beyond thase proscribed in the Vanoower Charter. We are running in 
this election because we believe the modest reforms we are proposing would D r 

r 
greatly enhance the quality of life for many Vancouverites. As a group we have a m z 
knger term vision of a radically changed city-region. Participating in this election, m 
at this time. is part of our strategy for arriving at this goat. D 
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 at tkuntim money the City of Vancouver collects for other levels of government; 
the. Citv i t s f  should collect in taxes about $552 million in.qS96.  hersa are 28 
.'dieh$ttypes of tz& some of which are more susceptible to inorease than others. 

, -The ge@pfll purpose tex'levy (property tax) brings in $328 million, Business - 
i - ,';'lid- *,bring i.n-)s'.@niilian, 7pe HoteC tax brings in $6.8 rni!(ion while parli!ng '-' . p & t e . ~ b r i ~ ~ r t R $ 8 . s '  mlflion. The! LWP believes these particular bxes shouM fie. -. 
,i - . ~ ~ m o f y t h i n d d u ~ e d  &h W the city government rMild have an extra $400.millbnl 
. ;,.- .. ~ w o ~ ~ w i t &  This ma* wobld'be used in addion to the fbnds c-ntly being - . . 

5 ., - + '. - speirt 0 g  "existing service$ hence would allow new programs such as social housing !$ and *+are to be expanded without subtracting from what is already being spent fi 
on other departments. . m -J 

. , ~ e ' b e l k e  th;e'pmp@rtjr tajc imxeakes should be levied on the more expe;nshre 
.houses anCI the larger, mom established, businesses. Likewise business liscencing 
increas~ should be levied on the larger businesses (office towers, shopping rnalla 
etc.) wittimany smaller start-up endeavors being allowed to operate license free. 
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increased parking w s t s  will serve the twin objectives of raising revenue and 

2. Public Housing 

The city's housing situation is appalling. Scores of thousands of people live in 
substandard Fooms while v n d s  of others are completely homeless. Most of the 
money going to welfare recipients is actually going to w~lthy.slumlomk w h  own 
rancid hotels and dilapidated hopes. City-Hall, through th6 CItyofVancouver 
Public Housing Corpotation, clhrfy has the authority t4 engage in 'major public 
housing projects. ftt currently operates 4 3 aparhnent complexes.) 

We advocate spending $250 mibbn a year on new social w n g  proj*. We 
@mate that by using clty la*, and efficient a r c h l t e d  designs, over 5,000 
comfotiabie housing units. could be bulltper year. Local k w i ~ m e  persons, . .  ..-.*- ... 

"-particlilarfji'those on so@d ~ , i s t a n c e  would be .givenBrst cMce to move into 
, . these low tent.projects;Th&e housing..projects4n t u r n ' W  quickly become , 

" major sources of i k m e  fot the City. Overthe cwrse *v yeam..t5,? units, 
with an appmximate average $400 m o w  -1, cwldbeauilt:g,Mrig w e  City 
over $60 million per year in additional revenues. In a nutshdl this proposal wouM 
tax the rich to. house the .pow and would leave the mainstream working class 

'Rnancialty unaffected.: . . . . 



I to gee the private car replaced as much as possible by eleciri, mass transit and the 
bicycle. We believe this could be accomplished by: 

designating several main streets Hastings, Broadway, Cambie, Kingsway as 
being biksand-trolley-Ody roads: 
b) developing a city-wide network of bicycfe paths and bicycle only lanes; 
c) increasing taxes substantially on all residencss with garages and driveways; 
d) increasing taxes on parking lob and increasirlg parking meter charges and fines; 
e) subsidizing €he expansion and frequency of the trolley network; 
f) facilitating a change whereby bicycle racks and storage space be placed n 
buses; 
g) making the downtown core, and .*the university routes, fare free. 

- - We expect to spend b$40 million a year h a r d  this p-oject.' . . 



m Hail actively discourages people from turning their front tawns into gardens and it 
d plants only trees and bushes of an ornamentat, non-food, bearing nature. Vast 

areas of park land are given over to lawn grass while volunteer community 
gardeners are provided with only pitifully small plots on which to plant. Lawn grass 
requires as much work and material as does a garden yet it is overwhelmingly the 
main crop grown in Vancouver merely because it appeals to quirky ascetics of the 
dominant class. 

c- z 
v The LWP believe the City should convert the bulk of parkland, golf courses, and 
U) rn empty lots to gardening. Community gardeners should be given free rein on parks 
? . .  gnd boukvards-vyith City subsidy. Private residences shookl be financially 
V 

8 pekli~ed for planting grass and non-foodbearing tr&s and bushes white atthe ' 
x samehe rewarded for doing the revem. Yhe City should canmission a welt 
iT .funded, labour-intmsive department to convert.un-used larid to awicdtwe:A; 

program should be implemented whereby all new City trees be berry or fruit 
bearing species. This same department couM (free of charge) plant, band, and '. 

: . . . .  ...: h w - r d e n s  on priVate re- should the own&% ofthoseproprbs.nat. : . .  
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z 6. Drugs 8 Crime & Public Health 
W . . .  . . . . . .  

The city currently has tens of thoZlsands ob,h~~l+0r8 sddids and many more . ' . 
occasional 'or reppational IUki t  drug u s e k  'The "Drug War" d n g e  behp; . -. 
opiates, and cocaine for attack while lrr#onally leiring alcohol, nico?he,.and 
carnine for wide distribution. CrimW&@bn of ~n~~ merely 'lncresises 
prices and drives users d addidah&.hMing. Much ofthe petty.Crltrk (car break- 
ins,,prostitution) are done to pay M a @  drug custs. 0rug.wemhw is we leading : 

Gauge of death amongst Vancouvei'yoljtti and drug reIati#l Jlle'arid hlury iue ' ! 
major health problems in tbe ares&]%- City c-ntly contribu@s tothe rnadrwss of 
the drug war by the finandng of the 'P0tic.e ~ ~ a r c o t i c  squad to'thd.tumi of - : . . 

$85,000 pet month. This squad currently accosts andlor.arrests about 3.5.0 people ~ 



per month yet does little to stem the flow of hard-drugs into the city because these 
drugs w m e  from lucrative foreign operations owned by politically protected 
people. All the narcs are doing are sabotaging the lives of, and terrorizing, a 
community of persons whose onty crime is to suffer from poverty and addiction. 

We are aware the City does not heve the constitutional authority to legaliie drugs. 
However &.?re seems to be nothing stopping the City, as itscontribution to ending 
the drug war, ironi cancding the funding of the narcotic squad. The City could also 
spend the money saved from the VicelNarcotic squads liquidation on better detox 
and rehab facilities. In addition to this the Citv should establish a network of - - 

properly funded Harm Reduction Centres cc);nplete with safe fixing sites. . 
... Q;.;;; . . . 
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, 7. Smoking . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . .  :,.. .>&.;- .-.* > .* - .  - . . . . . . . _. - 

....... taws ofihis nature. we believe pe6p~es right to choaoe to smoke has k & -- 
repocted. ihe i w i  minks the best approach is one vhich.bstances srnokenr and i 
-nonanokers rights and would allow far a designated percentage of public ptaces 
(25%) to attow smoking. Notwithstanding the LWR dues not support the tobacco 
cartel and would prohibit cigarette advertising and promote better undemtanding. 
of the harmful affects of smoking. 1 

. . 

. . 
8. ~ n d  Classism at the Office of Cultural Affairs' 

The Ciiy-spends about $1.5 rnilfio~ per year (1995) sbbs'dizing music. With the 
.exception of the $62,000 given to to Vancouver Folk Musk Society all fhe - 
goes to "classicai" music. The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra gets $?Og,ODo,.*e . , 
Vancouver Opera gets $257.000, the Bach Chdr gets $60,000 and so on. Hence'h. ' : 



P) tipper classes are getting their favorite music subsidized while the music of the 
a' tower classes gets neglected. 

We believe that at least equal amount of money shouid go to popular music (suc 
rock) as is going to classical. Hence we propose that$l.5 milllon per year be g i ~  
in grants to aspiring pop bands. We believe this program would have the spin-of 
making Vancouver a Mecca for modern popular musicians. 
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50, Violence against Women . . 
_1 

. .  . .. . . 
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: .. 
Rape, domestic assault, and sexual harassment are wide-spread in our ciG yeti 
police and authorities do little about it We befieve a change In police priorities 
could go along way to exposing and reducing theseproblems. We believe the pc 

2 force itself should be 50% female and that this would aid the refocussing of its 
- crime reduction efforts. Also more money could go to shelters for persons at ris 

2 . -  becomlng victims of these cr7tiies and henke will spend $1 0 mi!lidn per annum 
ul 
ul thusly. At  the same time we believe the police should be used in child apprehen! 



cases only where their is clear evidence of immediate danger to the child in 
quastion. . ?  

i 1. Library Expansion 

Vancouver Public Libraries are an important cultural asset and one that can &e 
accessed by ali elasses of citizens. Current problems stem from inadequate 

e f u n d i  which limits the amount of required b k s  and matetbls and frequen* 
reduc.es.the operating times to 'bankers hours". We baUeve the VPL's budget 
should be incceased from $26 million to $36-million with a.vlew to increasing 

... .materials and expandig hwts of service. - 
..... i 2. Wetfare for ~ i k t  Three Wo@h~. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . - .  

; Preskntly mang new arrivals .to:ot~f.city are forced .into hornelessnes&ipcffciime . - . 
diie to.the NW's three"month r+enoy requirement for collechg w9ffire. We 

' 

'. believe the city s M d  assistthi3se psrsons until such time as Mey find employment 
ar arr ~figible for GAIN. Thfs will pmbably cast $1 0 ta $20 million per year. 



On Satnrday, November 16, 
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