
GREATER VANCOUVER 
REGIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE ON HOMELESSNESS 

May 22,200 1 

On behalf of the Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness, I am pleased to forward to you 
a copy of the regional plan to alleviate and prevent homelessness in the region, titled "Regional 
Homelessness Plan for Greater Vancouver" (March, 2001). This regional plan was developed 
by the Regional Steering Committee through a year-long planning process which included 
collaboration among not only the considerable array of constituencies represented on the 
Regional Steering Committee itself, but also among a broader range of stakeholders who - 
participated through workshops and outreach sessions. 

On May 9,2001, the federal Minister responsible for coordination of homelessness programs, 
Minister Claudette Bradshaw, approved this regional plan for Greater Vancouver. The Regional 
Steering Committee is now seeking endorsement of the regional plan from community 
organizations, municipalities and senior governments, and from homeless people themselves. 
The Steering Committee recognizes that the level of endorsement provided by each constituency 
will vary, but it requests of each "that the guiding principles (pp. 7-8) of the "Regional 
Homelessness Plan for Greater Vancouver" be approved and that the Regional Plan be endorsed 
as a working document". 

The Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness coalesced in March 2000 for the purpose of 
developing a regional strategy to address the crisis in homelessness in this region, and since that 
time has also acted as the decision-making body on allocation of federal fhding for "absolute 
homelessness" through the federal government's "Supporting Communities Partnerships 
Initiative" program, announced in December 1999. The Steering Committee includes 
representation from emergency shelter operators, service providers, health authorities, 
community advocacy groups, housing providers, urban aboriginal community groups, 
municipalities, and senior governments. (A current membership list is attached.) The Steering 
Committee's work is facilitated by the Greater Vancouver Regional District. 

Work on the regional plan is not complete, as it is intended to be a "living document", and 
outreach with particular community sectors such as youth and urban Aboriginal organizations in 
the region is continuing. Furthermore, the Regional Steering Committee is currently 
considering options for future governance of the regional plan, which has a planning horizon of 
approximately ten years, to identifjr a governance entity that will oversee implementation of the 
plan and ensure that its policies continue to evolve according to changed circumstances. 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) in 1998 pronounced homelessness in Canada 
a national disaster. For many years, individuals and community organizations in Greater 
Vancouver. have been working hard to serve the needs of the growing population of homeless 
people here in our region, and have continued to report how needs increasingly outstrip available 
resources. Many of these people have now for the first time come together to develop a 
regional plan, and this plan represents their common agreement on a "continuum of housing and 



supports" that is necessary to alleviate and prevent homelessness in Greater Vancouver. Your 
organization's endorsement of this plan acts as an endorsement of this common agreement which 
has been achieved through a year-long community-based planning process. 

Members of the Regional Steering Committee would be pleased to accept an invitation fiom 
your Board or organization to present the regional plan and to respond to queries. Such 
invitations can be forwarded through any member of the Steering Committee, or directly to me at 
(phone) 432-6384 or (e-mail) verna.semotuk@gvrd.bc.ca. Furthermore, the Steering Committee 
would be very pleased to receive fiom you a copy of your Board or organization's resolution or 
motion to endorse this regional plan, as documentation of these resolutions will constitute an 
important indication of wide community support for the plan as community groups, 
governments, social agencies, health authorities, and homeless people work to implement its 
policies. . 

Thank you. 

Verna Semotuk, Chair, 
Regional Steering .Committee on Homelessness 

Attachments 
"Regional Homelessness Plan for Greater Vancouver", March 19,200 1 
Membership List, Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness 
Idormation Bulletin Number 3, May 2001 
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