
Summary of presentation given by I)r A Wodirk at VANDU h ~ r i l  3C)lh 20410, 

1)r Wodak lalkctl at length about salt injcclior~ sites and thc experience of'setting up suc:h 
a lwility i n  Sidney Australia. 

Arguments ti~r establishing a safe injection site: 
1 . Health: enhances sal'cty for drug users reducing the ctwnce of'dcz~ll~ for~n ovcrclosc allti 
Sro11~ [he lransmission of discase. 
2. Public ~luisance: reduces the incidence ofbtrccl drug irljcction use ill pilblic j?laces. 
3. Illegality: rcdi~ces the availability of' illegal drug injcclion sites r-tncl [he police 
corruplion tl~ar oStcrr attends h e  operation o f  such sites. 
4. I:inancial advantages: Safe injectiolr sites are o fien ex pcnsive mainltli~i ~ I I  t h e y  
sclvc money in the long run by prc;erlting h e  sprcacl of' discase cvld by reducing the cost 
of' arn bulances called to deal with Oil's. 

What do safc injection sites (SiS) look lilted! 

Ans: t h y  vary enormously according to localion. 

1)s Wodnk describes the SIS in 13erne Switzerland: 

'I'hc building is designed with thc placeme~~t o1'roonls in a purticidar sequence. On 
entering the building there is a ticcdlelsyri~lgc cxchange which anyolzc, no1 just thosc 
corning to fix, can use. 'I'hose coming to fix rcgistcr at this station. Next there is a 
laundry a d  shower area; then colnes a colrimon area liltcd out like a caf% that scrves 
nutritious nleals. 'i'hc calk is stal'fed by facility users. l l lc  injection room is rcackied 
throirgh a locked door o1l'oI'~hc cal5. 'l'he irljcction rooln is cntered on a "onc-in orw 
0110' b i t ~ j ~ .  

lr~sicle Ihe room, and around its periphery, arc 10-12 ci~bicles with bur~clles oil which lo 
jix. Each berlch has u slninlcss stecI top, a I~alogcn light and a cleui arca to mix clrugs. A 
slcrile spoon is supplied. Orie sir-ll'l'person wearing an  apron clispuuses stel-ile equipment 
for use. Resirscilation equip~ncr~l is on hand and an alarm system is irl place Tor alcrting 
stai'l'wilh kuowledge o f  first aid (at the SIS observed by I>r Wocluh there is it11 01) 
incidence ol' about 1 :500). '1 lie ovcrall alrnospliere of thc injcctiorl room is clinical in 
contrast to [he warm surroiuds ol'otl~er purls ot'thc bitilding. 

Othcr aspects of the Hem@ SIS: 

* t h e  is a strict "No Ikaling"' nlle. I'he opening orpurscs or wallek is conslrcred to be 
cviderice of' dealing and the indiviciual is a s l d  lo Icave. 
Narcon i s  not used for resirscit:~ijon. Users f'clt terrible altcr thcir condilion was 
revcrsed by Narccrn. As a result [hey ol'ten w c ~  out to scorc morc Llcroin. A h r  
Narcqn worc off, h e  01) eS'ects of the I teroin returned. Ii~ste:tcl ol' ushg Nat ~ c ~ l l  1 1 1 ~  



slalf'ofthc SIS kccp drug uscr conscious by walhing, ~nakil~g ~ioisc etc. Ihere has 
beer1 no clet~th recorcled in ~hc: last 14 years of' opcration. 
police reaction to the openirlg of thc site wus ucga tivc at first but is now posilivc. 
I'olice sce SIS as part of the ' Ibur pillars'. 
referral lor trcalinent is available as part of Lhc SIS program. 

Ifistory of Sidney SIS. 

July 27"' thc Ncw South Wales state govurnnrent amouncccl the proposal f'or tke lcgal 
operation o fa  SIS. l'hc Sislcrs oS CIxirity 1le;rlth Service was uppoirllecl to run the 
prqjecl. 'l'l~c I loly Fathcr (Pope ?) it~lcrvcl~ctl and quashcd thc Sisler's involven~enl. 0 1 1  

Novembcr the 30ih the United Church ol' Auslraliu took ovcr the setting up of tllc project. 
'I licy arc lo bc the licensee of the site. I'hc site i s  approvcd by both the pol icc and by tl~e 
hcalth board. ilowcvcr, thc projcct is currently 011 hold clue to a process of C O I ~ : ~ L I ~ ~ : L ~ ~ O I I  

that thc govcrntnent required as part establishing tile site. 'I  he local chamber of 
conmerce is ruming what I>r Wodak described as o "spuiler" canlpaign. I'his lactic 
consists of the chamber sayir lg thal thcy agree will1 the site h n  bringing up Ilunlerous 
objeclions on details ol' the plan. 'I'hc legal silc is also flau~slrilng by thc govcrmenl's 
proviso that only orlc site can be sel LIP initially as a pilot project. 'l'here is strong wpport 
for the SIS among local residents - ath-ibutttblc, i r ~  part to a strong education am1 mcdiu 
campaigll that was part of the ovcrall plan. 

The illegal site 

rhc current legal site was erdorsed at a 'drug sununit' sponsored by the govc~mienl. 
What got the SIS issuc on  the agcnda ot'that co~~Scr.ence was the sctting up of an illegal 
SIS bc~wew November 1998 a d  May 1999 (when i t  was shul down by the aull~oritics). 

Comportents ol'tllc campaign's scrcccss: 

n~ccliu campaign oblainccl tirrlc on a current aiTitjrs program ni lh  the highest 
audience ratings. 
organisers tailored thcir argurncnts (ol'thc li)w citccl above) to lhe particular 
anclicwc that thcy were trying to pcrsuadc. In the Sidney campaign thc two 
slr-ongcst argunlenls wcrc ni~mbcrs 2 and 3; respectively, the public nuisance and 
corruption argumenls. 

* pilblic prcscntatiotl of'SIS inclucled lir~kagc to cout~sclling and trcalnml (ie il' 
approached by users, statI'should be able suggest where b.catn~ant 111ighL bt: 
o btuined). 
rornied an alliallcc with the local gay tnovemcnt. This movcn~crit -similarly to 
the SIS organisation- had run its of in  cautpaigns on issires of' humall rights 
dertial and oldiscriminalion afl'ccti~~g Iwalth oittcorrics f'or its consli luc~~y. Also 
Swnicd slrong alliance will1 parent's g r o ~ ~ p .  
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