
VANCOUVER WOMEN'S HEALTH COLLECT1 VE 

DRUGS: WHO 
BENEFITS? 
a series of talks 

THE DRUG INDUSTRY SEPTEMBER 13 

Three q u a r t e r s  of v i s i t s  t o  d o c t o r s  end wi th  a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  a  drug. 
A c r i t i c a l  look  a t  the  drug  i n d u s t r y  and why drugs ( a l o n g  with  su rge ry )  
have become v i r t u a l l y  t h e  only t r ea tmen t  a v a i l a b l e  through t r a d i t i o n a l  
medicine. 

I 

PSYCHIATRIC DRUGS SEPTEMBER 20 
P.S. 

One i n  f o u r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  is f o r  a mind o r  mood a l t e r i n g  drug.  Two 
t h i r d s  of t h e s e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  given t o  women. A look a t  the  use ,  
e f f e c t s  and hazards  of drugs  such a s  valium, t h o r a z i n e ,  l i t h i u m  and the  
an t i -dep res san t s  , and p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  drugs .  

OVER-THE-COUNTER DRUGS SEPTEMBER 27 

I B i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  every y e a r  a r e  s p e n t  on over- the-counter  drugs  f o r  
1 c o l d s ,  pa in ,  stomach d iscomfor t  and a  range of h e a l t h  problems f o r  

which we a r e  o f f e r e d  " f a s t  f a s t  r e l i e f " .  How u s e f u l  a r e  t hese  drugs ,  
what a r e  t he  dangers  and what a r e  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ?  
....................................................................... 
THE HAZARDS OF SYNTHETIC HORMONES OCqOBER 4 

B i r t h  c o n t r o l  p i l l s ,  e s t rogen  replacement therapy ,  Depo-Provera, DES, 
Provera:  m i l l i o n s  of women worldwide have been g iven  s y n t h e t i c  hormones 
f o r  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  menopausal symptoms, mens t rua l  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  and t o  
p reven t  m i s c a r r i a g e .  A look a t  why the  p r e s c r i b i n g  of hormones is  so  
widespread,  what a r e  t he  dangers ,  and the  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
....................................................................... 

1 7:30 P.M. NO CHARGE 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH, 320 EAST HASTINGS (NEAR MAIN) 

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE I F  THE HEALTH COLLECTIVE IS NOTIFIED ONE WEEK I N  
ADVANCE OF EACH TALK. PHONE 736-6696 


