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Vancouver Women's Health Collective $ La Collective de Sand des Femmes de Vancouver 
1501 West Broadway 

Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada 

V6J 1W6 

The Health C o l l e c t i v e  is a feminis t ,  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  group 
which i s  p a r t  of the women's movepent. 

O u r  goals  a r e :  

1. To continue t o  develop our c r i t i c a l  perspect ive of hea l th  aid ill- 

heal th  a s  they e x i s t  under capi tal ism w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  focus on the 

Xealth Care Indus t ry  and i%.sfar-reaching d e s t r u c t i v e  e f f e c t s .  

2. To expose the  r o o t s  of i l l - h e a l t h  in  our s o c i e t y ,  i n  our con tac t s  

w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  groups and i n  our wri t ing,  and t o  encourage o the r s  
t o  take p a r t  i n  the  s t r u g g l e .  

3. To continue t o  develop our  understanding of heAth and heding 

including undoing our condi t ioning  around Western medicine and c r e a t i n g ,  

reclaiming and recyc l ing  the  tools  of health.  

4.  T o  reach a g r e a t e r  number and wider spectrun of women. 

5. To provide information covering a  broad range of hea l th  and hebth 

r e l a t e d  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  pub l i c  with emphasis on women becomig able  t o  

flake t h e i r  own dec i s ions ,  t o  be more i n  con t ro l  of t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and 
t o  share  the information with others .  

6.  To e f f e c t i v e l y  encourage the formation o f  s e l f - h e l p  groups around 

s p e c i f i c  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s sues .  

7. To meet some of the  immediate needs of women (eg.  pregnancy t e s t s ,  

counse l l ing)  t o  con t inua l ly  teach wornen any s k i l l s  involved and t o  

f o s t e r  the  development of independent groups t o  do t h i s  work. 

8. To suppor t  a womanes r i g h t  t o  terminate a pregnancy. 



9.  To a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  in format ion  exchange and s u p p o r t  w i th  

groups who s h a r e  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and groups  w i t h i n  t h e  woqen's 

h e a l t h  ne Work . 
10. To develop a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  s t r u c t u r e  s o  t h a t  we vay become 

independent  of government funding.  

11. To con t inue  t o  work c o l l e c t i v e l y  w i t h  e ~ p h a s i s  on our  p roces s .  

12. To c o n f r o n t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  our p e r s o n a l  

and work l i v e s .  

i;. To take good c a r e  of ou r se lves .  


