
VWHC i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  C a t h y  S t e w a r t  23/7 /74 

N: Can yob g i v e  m e  a s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e ?  

C:  Idell, I u a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  I ' v e  o n l y  b e e n  i n v o l v e %  f o r  

t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  My u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  u h a t  happened  was t h a t  t h e r e  were sowe 

w m e n  who were i n v o l v e d  i n  The bornen's  P l a c e ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know 

v e r y  much a b o u t  t h e i r  o m  b o d i e s ,  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  more  a b o u t  

t h e i r  own b o d i e s .  After t h e y  had found  o u t  q u i t e  a b i t ,  a n d  d o n e  t h e i r  own 

s t u d y ,  and  s t a r t e d  t c  g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  somet ime  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e y  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  

d o c t o r s  i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  toward  t h e  idea  o f  a s e l f - h e l p  c l i n i c ,  

T h a t  i s  s o r t  o f  w h e r e  i c  o r i g i n a l l y  s t a r t e d ,  and  o u t  o f  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  e m e r g e d  f e e l i n g s  o f  d i s ~ a t i s f a c t i ~ n  w i t h  the p r e s e n t  h e a l t h  

c a r e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h o s e  k i n d s  of t n i n g s ,  Then t h e y  a m a l g a m a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

Groadway a b o r t i o n  c o u n s z l l i n g  s e r v i c e ,  m d  t h e y  became s i t u a t e d  on  e a s t  1 8 t h .  

: What a r e  t h e  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  y o u ' v e  s e e n  i n  t h e  C o l i e c t i v e  s i n c e  y o u ' v a  

been  i n v o l v e d ?  

C :  I t n i n k  t h e  main  c h a n g e s  I 1 v a  s e e n  have  been  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

T h e r e  r e a i i y  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i 5 u s n e s s ,  i n  p z r t i c u l a r ,  

anC t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  n a s  been  v e r y  much o n g o i n g  f r o m  d a y  t o  day.  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

moving t o  t h e  Seymour c l i n i c ,  a n d  now t h a t  w e ' r e  moving  o u t  o f  t h e r e ,  b o t h  o f  

t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e  v e r y  i r n f f ~ u e ~ f b k e f  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r a i s i n g  p e o p l e ' s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
.r. > 

and  making th&~ t h i n k  z b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  w h a t  we ' re  d o i n g .  

I was r e a l l y  f r u s t r a t e d  u h e n  I f i rs t  came,  I f e l t  r e a l l y  f r u s t r a t e d ,  b e c a u s e  

I f e l t  l i k e  i t  was  a v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n g ,  b u t  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  b e  a w a r e  

o f  t h a t .  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  b e  t u n e d  i n  t o  how much m o r e  p o l i t i c a l  i t  had t c  

b e ,  and  hou i t  c o u l d n ' t  r e m a i n  s e p a r a t e ,  l i k e ,  h ~ h a t  .are t h e  i m p l i c z t i o n s  o f  

m a i n t a i n i n 9  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e * , .  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  i t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  

i t ' s  a  t h r e d t o  t n o  s t a t u s  q u a ,  o r  d c i n g  o t h a r  t h i n g s  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h r  s t a t u s  

hue. Ano s o ,  now t h a t  w e ' v e  t h r e a t s n e d  t h e  s t a t u s  q u a ,  a n d  i t ' s  q u i t e  e v i d e n t  

t h a z  ue a r e  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo,  s e e i n g  8s u e  a re  o s i n g  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  

S e y n o u r ,  t h a c l s  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g ,  and t h a t  r e a l l y  h a s  made p e o p l e  m a r e .  1 

t h i n k  p e o p l e  are  m a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h a  u h o l e  ~ x t e n t  o f  w h a t  a C o l l e c f i v z  means ,  

a n d  b e g i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  s o c i a l i s m  means .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t ' s  

b a e n  a t  a p e r s o n a l  l e v e l ,  a.'.change f r o m  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t a sk  to p e r s o n a l  ' .  . 
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a n d . u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p e o p l e ' s  f e e l i n g s  a s  t h e y  g o  t h r o u g h  t h i s  

w h o l e  p r o c e s s .  

: h h s t  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  h a v e  y o ~  p e r c e i v e d ?  
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r C: d e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  been s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s ,  l i k e  the C0-ordinatinp cornittee 
is a c h a n g e ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  S a l a r i e s  . a r o u n d  Same s t r u c t u r e a l  

- 

a t t i t u d i n a l  change  and  v a l u e  change ,  and c e r t a i n l y  brought up difrecsnt 
t h i n g s ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  q u e s t i o n i n g  a l o t  more what they w e r e  d o i n g  i n  terms 

of  t a s k ,  and b e i n g  a  l o t  more aware  of  wha t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  were d o i n g ,  t h a t  

h a s  i n c r e a s e d  p e a p l e  q u e s t i o n i n g  what  we are d o i n g .  You know, y o u ' r e  n o t  

a s  i n c l i n e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  wha t  v o l u n t e e r s  are d o i n g ,  y o u ' r e  s o r t  o f  g r a t e f u l  

t h a t  811 t h e s e  p e o p l a  a r e  d o n a t i n g  t h e i r  t i m e .  Once p e o p l e  are g e t t i n g  p a i d ,  

The e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  wh ich  f o r  a w h i l e  was u n s p o k e n ,  h a s  bacome much more 

~ x p l i c i  t . 
N: T h a t 1  s co t j ing  o u t  i n  t h e  s a l e r y  men t ing  a n d  s o  o n .  The t h i n g  of c o n t r a c t : ,  

which  h a s  come up is v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

C: I found t h a t  v e r y  f r i g h t a n i n g  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e  who le  s a l a r y  t h i n g ,  i s  a  

t h i n g ,  i t  u o ~ l d  b r i n q  o u t  t h e  w c r s t  i n  some p e c p l e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t hose  

a r e  t h i n g s  c h a t  have t o  be worked o u t ,  on a l o n g  term b a s i s ,  end  i n  term2, c f  

a l a r g e r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y ' r e  n o t  l a o k i n g  a t  s a l a r i e s  and 

money i n  t h e  same way i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of  s o c i e t y ,  i t  r e a l l y  i s  q ~ i t e  a  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h i n g .  

: Seems t h a t  i f  i t  is g o i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f ,  if p e o z l e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  have 

t h e  t ime  t o  d o  i t ,  t h e r ~  h a s  t o  be some s o r t  a f  m o n e t a r y  i n p u t .  IX's heen 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how a m b i v a l e n t  p e o p l e  a r e  a b o u t  t h a t ,  and  i t  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  

t h e  p r o b h n  nf  v c l b n t e e r s  v e r s u s  p a i d  p e o p l e .  U h a t  k i n c s  o f  c h e n g e s  u o b l c  y o b  

l i k e  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ?  

C: Rot  b e i n g  a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  C o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t  now, i $ ' s  h a r d  f o r  me t o  

p r o j e c t  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n s c i o u s n a s s ,  f o r  s u r e .  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  i t  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  ~0llti~-i 
a n c  t h a t ' s  h sppen ing .  I'm n o t  t o o  s u e  where  I w a n t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t o  g o ,  

l i k e  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  I want  i t  t o  become more c o l l e c t i v e  o r  l e s s  

c o l l e c t i v e .  I ' m  n o t  t o a  skre  b h e t h e r  I want p e o p l e  t o  b r a n c h  o u t  more 

i n t o  t h e  cornncni ty ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e a l l y  t r y  t a  e x t e n d  what  t h e  

C o l l e c t i v e  m a n s ,  and t o  become more c o l l e c t i v e ,  c o l l e c t i v a  i n  a  w i ~ e r  $en:,? 

cf  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e ,  and i n  t h e i r  l i f e  commitment.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  e x c i t i n c  

a l s o  a l i t t l e  s c a r e y ,  a l so ,  i n  terms o f  t h e  o u t e r  s o c i e t y  . . I ' v e  s a i d  this 

i n  t h e  t h i n g  I w r c r t r -  up i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h a t  i f  y o u c a n t i n u e  t o  t r y  t o  r;laK- 


