
Minutes of the General Meeting o f  the  Vancauver Woments Health Collect ive Society 

Februazy 10, 1974 

1. RAPE TiELIEF--Johanna DenHertog outl ined t o  the  group the  se rv ices  which rape 

r e l i e f  will be o f fe r ing  t o  the community, a l l  of which are i n  the i r  funding pro- 

posal which i s  avai lable  a t  the  house. The discussion revolved around the  pro- 

pooed alignment o f  the Rape Relief laction Group with the Health Collective and how 

t h i s  would effect funding p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  both groups, It was decided that Rape 

Relief would operate out of t h e  house on John S t r ee t  and-that they would pay rent 

and' utilities f o r  t h e i r  rooms. 

2. PWNE LINE--Catherine Russell suggested t h a t  the  phone l i n e  be split i n t o  two 

sepBsate lines, one dealing with general  health and one s o l e l y  with abor t ion and 

r e f e r r a l s .  The general f e e l i n g  was t h a t  i t  would be b e t t e r  f o r  t r a i n i n g  purposes 

andmorale of people working on t h e  phone line i f  t h i s  was not done because i t  would 
be too much of an emotional d ra in  f o r  those who were working j u s t  on the abort ion 

l ine.  The phone lines w i l l  remain in tegra ted  fmr the  time being& any r a t e  until 

there are more people involved i n  t h i s  p m t  of  thb Collect ive.  

3 .FREE CLINIC EXICTION--The c l i n i c  received its not ice  e f f e c t i v e  March 15 which 

means w e ' l l  have to start searching f o r  new premises. Some suggestions offered were 

Pine S t r e e t  Cl in ic ,  Downtown Health Centre, and Seymour Medical Clinic. . .al l  of which 

are s t i l l  under consideration. The Cl in ic  w i l l  operate,  f o r  t h e  t i n e  being, out  of 

Pine Street on Tuesday evenings March 12,  19, and 26 u n t i l  we determine our permanent 
loca t ion(s )  . 
4 IMi1GLNG--It was suggested that we contact  Maureen ELskon and t r y  this decis ion 
making method at one of our general  meetings t o  c l a r i f y  our goals as a collective. 

We decided t h a t  the  women who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  such a group 
contact  Mary Breen and arrange i t  a t  a soparate time. 

5. MOVING-The now famous move from 146 East 18th t o  4197 John S t r e e t  was discussed 
i n  g rea t  d e t a i l  ;with much enthusriasm and occasional rude comments abou t4he  wal l  
paper at the  new house. Hurrah f o r  us, 

6. NEIWSLETTEB--Mary announced t h a t  subscr ip t ions  a r e  now available f o r  the fast 
becoming famous Vancouver Flomenls Health Collect ive newsletter.  Get i n  on the  
ground f l o o r  of t h i s  informative organ ( ~ e h ,  heh). Get your subscr ip t ions  while 
they l a s t ,  o n l y  $2.00 per  year  (such a deal )  

7. OUR BODIES OUR SELVES-It was decided t h a t  we would not indiscriminately hand 
out ,copies of OBOS but would encourage individual groups tc! order t he i r  own, 

Note: CHANGES OF iiDDRESS M s ,  Darlene S t e e l e  3424 W5th 733-1076 (a  very warm house) 
Ms. Melissa Miller 2494 W3rd , 738-2362 


