
IDVIAIDS Epidemiology Among Aboriginal Peoples in Canada

Introduction
The IDV/AIDS epidemic among Aboriginal peoples is not wen understood because limited
information is available. Some comnmniries ofAboriginal peoples are at increased risk for HIV
infection because oftheir lower socioeconomic situation and higher rates of semaJly transmitted
diseases. This report updates current information on the status ofthe HIV/AIDS epidemic among
Canada's Aboriginal peoples.

Pattern ofAIDS is different.among Aboriginal peoples
Increasin& trend over tjrne:
• As of September 30, 1996, a total 14,185 AIDS cases had been reported to Bureau of

mv/AlDS and sm and ofthese, 210 were reported as Aboriginal Adjusting for reporting
delay, the nmnber ofAboriginal AIDS cases was estimated at 240 by the end of 1995 or
24.0/100,000Abo~peoples.

• UDJike the ove:mIlAlDS epidemic where the 8DDDal number ofnew AIDS cases has levelled,
the AIDS epidenric' among Aboriginal peoples bas riseD. steadily over the past decade.
Considering cmly the 8,404 AIDS cases with known etImic status (59% oftotal cases), the
proportion ofcases attdbated to AborlgiDalpeoplehas increased fi:om 1.4% dming the period
1984-89 to 2.4% dming 1990-92 and 3.6% during 1993-95.

• AboriginalAIDS cases are under-reported due to variation in the completeness ofreporting
etImic status between provinces (41% ofreported Cases Jack etbnic infonnation).

J:cUection dm& use. a JIJAior risk Actor:
• Forthe 182 reported male AborlgiDalAIDS cases, exposure categories were as fonows: men

who have sex: with men (64.8%), men who have sex: with!mil ami injection drug use (13.7%),
injection drug use (11.5%), heterosexual contact (4.4%), receiving blood/clotting metoIS
(1.1%), and perinatal transnrission (1.1%).

• For the 28 female Aboriginal AIDS cases, exposure categories were injection drug use
(42.9%), heterosexual contact (32.1%), receiving blood/clotting metoIS (14.3%), and
perinatal transmission (7.1%).

• Aboriginal AIDS cases are more likely than non-Aboriginal AIDS cases to be attributed to
injection dmg use (11.5% vs 2.8% for men, 42.9% vs 14.9% for women).

Abori&inal AIDS cases younm and more likelY to be women:
• Aboriginal AIDS cases are younger than non-Aboriginal AIDS cases (30.9% vs 18.7%

diagnosed at less than 30 years ofage).
• The proportion ofwomen among adult Aboriginal AIDS cases is higher than among adult

non-Aboriginal AIDS cases (12.6% vs 6.9%).


