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Blood Brothers. an intensive three-day workshop. brings together gay men and youth, communlly activi t ,
health care workers and representatives from local AIDS s rvice orgamzaLIons. During thi workshop, they will
confront the is ue and concerns of those mfected or affe ted by HIV/AIDS, withlO our diverse community.
Participants will carry out an in-depth exploratIon of ga} ulture. while developin~ inter-per onaltraining and
creative communi ation lull . Facilitated by the ani"t and trainers of gen ration tudio, lhi progr m pro 'ide
an opportunllY for sociological re earch into the colleClivc storie of gay culture and represents a much needed
,-ommunity as e sment ~ r men who have ex with men.

BI od Brothers reates a ital bridge between the XI International Conference n IDS and British Columbia'
local gay commumtie . Stepping out of the arena of politics and cience, thi workshop put a human fa e to the
I"sue' affecting us all Blood Brothers In plre a renewed awareness of the necessity for both indiVidual and
organizations to take a tronger, more dynamic role in the leadership of our Community.

THE BENEFITS

With a deeper under tanding of the for es behmd group and Individual behaviour of the gay community. participants
will discover alternative strategies of support and communication with and for the people we serve. OrganizatJons
ultimately benefit from the diversity of skills and tools their staff, volunteers and/or client receive over the penod of
the workshop. More Imponantly however, a higher level of intent of purpose brings new energy and creative drive
tnto the work environment. A profound understanding of service to community and the potential for providing
enhanced commumty leadership wiJl make its mfluence felt for year to come in upport of our rapidly evolving gay
culture.

THE FORMAT

The three-day mtensive workshop wiJl focu on a number of is ues of vital importance concerning the manner in
which the gay commumty and individuals are evolving with the AIDS epidemic, how community is created and how
individuals and organizations can be effective in modifying and changing culture. Spontaneity will be encouraged as
we explore theatre-related techniques of creative conflict resolution, role playing. and phy icaI movement in pursuit
of clearer individual objectives and personal motivations,
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Foe S (1): Tll IllY/AIDS RE PO SE

(CQrnim: Qut) 2: Outjn~ shame. prejudjce and silence

• constructing new meaning of the c ming out proce ,from both the gay and HIV/AIDS per pectives

LiyiD!: Hosts: As the virus "outstays its welcome"

• creating a personal relation hip to HIV/AIDS

A Deafening Silence: nger. Addiction & AIDS

• why do a high proportion of gay men continue to participate in unprotected ex?
• exploring the connections between suppressed anger, grief and shame and compulsive, addictive behavior

FOCU (2): YOUTH

Net Worth: HI and Youth

• developing a more effective model for self-education, from a queer youth perspective

Chicken Hawks and Boy Toys: Openin2 the lines of communication

• exploring the negative effects of ageism and generational misunder tanding in our community
• creallng values through mentorship programming

FOCUS (3): REVI 10 ING COMMUNITY

Spirit of Community

• discovering the effects of our bel.i~fs and attitudes of one another on one another
• moving beyond the syndrome of "us and them", creating a collective vision for our immediate future

"Playio!: It Strai!:ht": Healin2 the basher within

• stepping out of our heterosexual conditioning
• expo ing the "swallowed lies" of internal.ized homophobia and the "force-fed lie " of externalized homophobia

FOCUS (3): REVISIONING COMMUNITY (CONT'D)

Baths. Bushes & Other Sacred Places: a Dionysian dissection of man to man sex

• celebrating sexual choice and freedom of expression and their impact on our culture
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FO H): ER I ORG IZ TIO

• promoting creative grass roo' InltiaLIve and community acu I m
• de on lructing fear-based reI lion hips between organization and chent

OPICAL G GE I T

Complementing the work hop enVironment, three pre entations will be made t the participants to provoke thought
and promote discussion within the group.

I) AID : A Cultural 0 erview/A personal per pectJve, presented by Harry Grun ky

Harry Grun ky is a local bu ine s owner (Harry's Cafe), and queer ociopolitlcal acti isl.

2) The HIV(-) Crisis, pre ented by Michael Botnick

lichael Botnick IS a Phd. candidate. AIDS Educator, group di cus ion facilitator, and former Outreach
Coordinator of AIDS Van 'ouver.

3) UncertaJn Future Made Certain: Youth Living with HIV, presented by Patri k M Intyre

Patrick McIntyre is an actor, mV/AID Actlvist, and co-founder of YouthCo, Vancouver.

GE ERATIO STUDIO: ARTI TS SER I G THE CO IMU ITY

A professional team of artists, re earchers, therapeutic healers and community leaders will work together to facilitate
this intensive three-day event. The men and women of generation ·tudio have pent more than a year researching and
exploring with gay artists and community leaders, the is ues affecting the gay community.

Artistic Director. Robert Osborne bas more than 12 years' experience in creative group facilitation and
community building efforts. Last summer, with the assistance of the Canada Council, generation studio
produced Victoria's first gay theatre festival, "As deep as your throat". The follow up project, Latex Cafe,
was produced in Victoria during March and sponsored by AIDS Vancouver Island and Health Canada. Both projects
explored the effects of internalized homophobia and the influence of HIV/AID on gay culture in Victoria, B.C.



• BLOOD BROTHERS

Daily Schedule

July 4, 5 & 6, 1996

08:30 - 08:50 Registration

09:00 - 10:30 Session One

10:45 - 12:50 Session Two

13:00 - 13:50 Lunch

14:00 - 15:30 Session Three

15:45 - 16:45 Topical Engagement

16:45 - 17:30 Wrap - Up
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